
A TURNBULL CLAN PUBLICATION

Volume 11               Issue 2              March 2010

Bullseye

 Tur nbul l  Clan Associat ion              www.tur nbul lc lan.com

FSU Dedicates Augustus B. Turnbull Conference Center

Florida State University dedicated their new Florida State 

Conference Center to Augustus B. Turnbull III. The three 

story Augustus B. Turnbull III center hosts 47,000 square feet 

and will be open to both the university community and the 

general public for academic events, meetings and corporate 

functions. Features of the center include webcasting, LCD 

screens, video walls, wireless Internet, e-media services 

and a staff providing professional event management. 

Included is a 400-seat auditorium, 320-seat dining room, an 

executive boardroom and eight individual meeting rooms, 

accommodating between 10 and 100 people each.

 “The Turnbull Conference Center is now prepared to deliver 

the next generation of customized event solutions to Florida’s 

capital city,” said Bill Lindner, director of Florida State’s 

Academic and Professional Program Services (APPS), 

which oversees the center and its professional conference 

planning and services. “By integrating the latest technology, 

the center’s meeting professionals can design events with 

maximum impact whether they are small meetings or large 

regional conferences.”

Consistent with the department’s mission of learning for 

life, the center is ideal for academic events, government 

meetings, association programs, corporate seminars and 

numerous other educational events. For off-site participants, 

presentations can be viewed in real-time by way of webcasts or 

later by accessing the web archives for your event.

The new facility replaces an aging building that was demolished. 

Construction began in June 2008. A five-story parking garage, 

attached to the new building, was completed in August 2008.

The center is named for Augustus (Gus) Turnbull, provost of 

Florida State University from 1986 until his death in 1991. 

Participating in the dedication ceremony was Marjorie 

Turnbull, wife of the late Augustus Turnbull and a former Leon 

County commissioner and state legislator. Others participating 

included Florida State president T.K. Wetherell and Bill 

Lindner (APPS).

One of the first events hosted in the new facility, The Florida 

Symposium on Offshore Energy,  was sponsored by the 

University in coordination with the Institute for Energy 

Systems, Economics and Sustainability (IESES). The 

symposium was the second in 

a series which included topics 

like the potential effects of oil 

and gas activity on the marine 

environment.

Florida State University 

currently has an enrollment 

of close to 40,000 students in 

undergraduate and graduate 

programs. All 50 states and 

dozens of foreign countries are 

represented.

The new Turnbull Conference Center on the 
campus of Florida State University was dedi-
cated to former Provost Augustus B. Turnbull III. 
The state of the art facility will host events for 
both the university and public.

Above, Florida State University President and Marjorie Turnbull, wife 
of the late Augustus B. Turnbull III, unveil a portrait of Turnbull to be 
displayed in the new conference center named after the former provost.
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From the President

by Rhet Turnbull
I’ve received a few letters from 

members recently wondering 

about some of the practices of 

Turnbull Clan Association. For 

example, some have wondered 

why we sometimes use Gaelic 

words or phrases in the Bullseye. 

After all, our Turnbull ancestors, 

Reivers from the Borders, would 

have spoken lowland Scots, also 

known as braid Scots. Others 

have wondered why we discuss the Turning of the Bull as 

if it was fact when it could be a good legend. No one has 

mentioned it, but one could also question the use of the word 

“Clan” to describe our familial association.  As Alistair Mof-

fat said in his book The Reivers, our ancestors “were most 

certainly not clansman and would not have been seen dead 

wearing Tartan.”

Yet, we do use an occasional smattering of Highland Gael-

ic, we proudly wear our tartan, we welcome each other as 

clansmen, and we are very proud of the “fact” that one of 

our ancestors turned the bull and saved the king! All of these 

things are symbols. Anthropologists and historians will note 

that symbols are important pieces of culture and identity the 

world over. Symbols provide a shared point of reference, 

common meaning, and a reminder that we belong to some-

thing greater. For better or worse, the symbols of the High-

land clans have become the symbols of Scotland. Turnbulls, 

both in Scotland and expatriates around the world, find 

meaning in these symbols—the tartan, the legend of the bull, 

the Highland Games, the Clan. When two Turnbulls meet at 

a Games, or in a pub, or on Facebook, our shared symbols 

provide an instant bond and we greet each other as family, 

not just strangers with the same surname. 

So while I know the historians in our midst will keep us 

honest, and I do look forward to your letters, I know you’ll 

forgive us if we honor our Clan Shenachie, proudly sport our 

bull tattoos, and wear our kilts. Each of us is a thread in the 

tapestry of history. For Turnbulls, that tapestry just happens 

to be tartan.
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From TCA Scotland

Chairman’s Report:

2009 was a momentous year for the Association. The cor-

nerstone of events was the unveiling of our magnificent 

monument on the 18th July. Although it has been well noted 

previously, I think it only right to again congratulate Wally 

Turnbull and his wife Betty for their foresight and hard work 

in commissioning and leading the funding of Turning of The 
Bull monument. 

It was while visiting Glasgow University with a party of 

American Turnbulls, again led by Wally, that I agreed to or-

ganise a special day for the unveiling. I think all of you here 

now know what a very successful day that was for Turn-

bulls, Hawick and the Borders. 

The parade along the High Street, the speeches, the unveil-

ing ceremony, the turnout of Hawick people, the dinner and 

of course the Scocha concert gave us a magical day. The 

legacy now sits beautifully in the Civic Space at the Heart 

of Hawick. 

It was a major undertaking for such our young and small 

organisation and of course it would have been impossible 

without the financial support of Awards for All, the Com-

munity Grant Scheme, the Hawick Common Good Fund and 

of course all the individuals and businesses who both sup-

ported us and joined in the celebrations. Without doubt our 

Honorary Provost, our Councillors, Alistair Moffat, Myra 

Turnbull all the other speakers and entertainers added to the 

occasion as only they could.

If financial support was an essential ingredient for our unveil-

ing day none of it would have happened without the many 

long hours of hard work by the Committee. In the last few 

months running up to the 18th the Committee met weekly 

and towards the end daily with many hours of extra work in 

between. I would like to personally congratulate, Councillor 

George P Turnbull, Dale Turnbull, Norman Turnbull, Co-

lin Turnbull, Eliott Turnbull and last but by no means least 

Kerry Turnbull who you may recall did a daring skydive to 

raise funds. An idea takes milliseconds to hatch but many, 

man hours to bring to fruition. The Committee and those 

they co-opted made it all happen.

There are five other projects I would like to mention before 

closing. We thought it right and proper that the Association 

should have an official standard. It looks impressive indeed 

and was followed with pride on the 18th July, in the Parade 

of Clans at HomeComing Scotland and later at the Scott’s 

Gathering at Bowhill. The Committee also commissioned a 

token of recognition for Wally Turnbull in the form of a sil-

ver cap badge that was hand made here in Hawick. Norman 

Turnbull introduced us to Helen Moir who wrote the script 

for our Turnbull DVD and Douglas Millar who created some 

lovely photography and production work. Norman was our 

project liaison and we now have a short history of Turnbulls 

(continued on page 4) 
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Have you ever thought what the meaning of a name is and 

what it can mean to you? I never gave it much thought my-

self, until a few years ago, when I received a letter through 

my door. It was an invitation to attend a gathering of the Clan 

Turnbull at a small village called Denholm, just outside Ha-

wick. It was here that I met up with other people with the 

Turnbull name. This started my curiosity. I made up my mind 

there and then that I wanted to find out more about my self 

and where I came from, so I joined the Turnbull Clan Asso-

ciation.  In my lifetime, I have travelled to many places but 

never settled until I returned to the borders where, for once, I 

felt at peace with my self. Not knowing why this should be, I 

took up employment, as a hill shepherd, on Harwood Estate, 

(the home of one of the Elliot family.) Harwood Estate was, 

at one time part of Turnbull land, which we will talk about 

later.

It soon became clear to me why I was experiencing this feel-

ing of peacefulness. I was back living and working, in the 

shadows of Rubberslaw, the home of my ancestors. This in it 

self, made me even more determined to find out more about 

my self. Where did the name Turnbull come from and how 

did it come about. We have all heard the story of a young man 

who saved the life of Robert the Bruce, called Will-o-Rule, 

and how Robert the Bruce changed his name to Turn-E-Bull, 

hence the name changed to Turnbull.

Now, this young man, Will-o-Rule, had to have family, so 

where did they come from, what was their ancestral history. 

With this question in my mind I decided to take my self back 

in time, back into the dark days of Scottish history.

Turnbull Trails

by Norman Turnbull

Turnbull Clan High Shenachie

A History of  the  Border  Clan  Turnbull

The Beginning of the Turnbull Trails

Rule to Turnbull

The name of Rule is of quite ancient origin in the border 

counties of Scotland and in the north of England. It first ap-

pears in the fourth century when St. Regulus or St. Rule ar-

rived on the shores of Scotland at what is now St. Andrews 

in Fife. (There is another possibility which has been put for-

ward that the family may have descended from Richard De 

Rollo, also known as Richard De Rule, who apparently came 

to the British Isles about the time of William the Conqueror. 

This individual came from Normandy and is said to be a 

descendent of Rollo of Norway (860-932).) At any rate, 

he was given extensive grants of lands and property in 

Scotland and England. Still, the first authentic records of 

the name appear about 1128 when persons named Adam 

Roule, Richard Roule, Hugo Roule, William Roule and 

John Roule are noted in the Scottish Borders in the county 

of Roxburgh.

There is an area in the south central part of Roxburghshire 

that is known as the Valley of the Rule. This valley con-

tains a small river called Rule Water, and there are sev-

eral little community’s along its course that bear, in part, 

the name of Rule, such as Bedrule, Abbotsrule, Hallrule, 

Town of Rule, and more.

Also from this valley comes the branch of the Rule Family 

whose name is now Turnbull. As the story is told, in the 

history of Selkirkshire, a William Rule, who was a giant of 

a man , was on one occasion (about 1315) on a hunting trip 

with King Robert the Bruce when he, the king, was attacked 

by a wild bison or bull. Grasping it by it’s horns, he turned 

its head to one side and killed it. He was given the name of 

“Turn-E-Bull” by King Robert (continued on page 7)

The Rule Valley today is beautiful and lush, but one must not forget that 
life in the early days was very difficult and harsh.

It seems Ruberslaw can be seen from almost any Turnbull stronghold. It 
runs deep into the Rule and Turnbull history which may be why many Turn-
bulls returning to the Borders find solace in its presence.
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La Breith Sona!  Happy Birthday!
Gail Turnbull, Sandy Turnbull, Bernard Gal-

lant, Patricia Trimble, Brian Turnbull, John 

Turnbull, Lenora Turnbull, Guadalupe Rule, 

Patricia Turnbull, Carl Turnbull, David Turn-

bull, Cornelis Trommelen, Stephanie Denby, 

Genevieve Turnbull, Christopher Power, T. 

Stephen Turnbull, Robert Turnbull, John M. 

Turnbull, Rhet Turnbull, Kenneth Turnbull, 
Walter Turnbull Sr., Julie Lloyd, Harold Turnbull, Donald 

Stoughton, Iain Turnbull, Terry Turnbull, Clarence Kunz, 

Roger Lee, Zoe Turnbull, Bonnie Tigner, Rex Glover, Lois 

Hiney, Emma Turnbull, Glen Turnbull, & Barbara Stoughton

Don’t forget about www.totallyturnbull.com 

from time to time to see the new additions.  The 

20oz official Scottish Pub glass, added this 

month, is bound to enhance anyone’s collection! 

Coming soon, a Turnbull or Trimble Crest Stein, ‘I 

YTurnbulls’ teddy bears, clan buttons, specialized 

scrapbooking supplies and more. 

and a film record of the 18th July 2009. The Turnbull web site 

which was started in 2008 continues to give us contact with 

Turnbulls worldwide and finally, our online shop now offers 

clothing embroidered with the Totally Turnbull logo which 

was so well received when launched in 2009.

So all in all it has been a momentous year. We have uncovered 

and learned so much about our past. We have made new friends 

around the world and we now have something that visitors can 

enjoy and touch as they visit Hawick and the Borders.  What 

has been achieved in the past year has been wholly positive for 

those directly involved and the wider community.  Long may 

it continue.

Thank you for your attention.

George Turnbull, Martinshouse, Hawick, Scotland

A Book Review
by Rhet Turnbull

Alistair Moffat’s The 
Reivers: The Story of 
the Border Reivers, 

(Birlinn, Edinburgh, 

2007, 321 pages) 

tells the story of the 

Border Reivers dur-

ing the Reiving years 

of the 15th, 16th, and 

early 17th centuries. 

Although the subject 

is historical, this is 

by no means a seri-

ous historical study. 

Rather, it is history 

for the rest of us. The 

Reivers reads more 

like a novel than a 

history text, quickly 

capturing the imagi-

nation as Moffat 

paints a picture of life during the Reiving years. I had a hard 

time putting the book down and enjoyed learning more about 

the history of the Borders and reading about characters such as 

Kinmont Willie Armstrong, Nebless Clem Crosier, and Little 

Jock Elliot. Moffat makes frequent use of boxed asides to pro-

vide definitions, commentary, and brief excursions.

I enjoyed the asides but thought they might have been a little 

too frequent, occurring on almost every page. As an amateur 

historian however, I was frustrated by the complete lack of 

footnotes. I would also have appreciated more detailed maps. 

There is a single map in the beginning of the book and I found 

myself turning to it often but it frequently lacked the details 

needed to follow the fast moving text. A timeline and list of 

important characters would have been much appreciated as 

Moffat jumped about a bit in time and I occasionally lost track 

of whom Moffat was referring to, especially when he used dif-

ferent names for the same character (for example, John and 

later Lord Maxwell). 

Moffat provides five appendices, a brief bibliography, and an 

index. The appendices include a few Border Ballads, reprinted 

from the Minstrelsy of the Scottish Border, a list of important 

Border names, and a few other items of interest. Turnbulls do 

make a few minor appearances in The Reivers and are included 

in the list of Border names. Overall, I recommend The Reivers 
for every Turnbull library.

The Reivers: The Story of the 

Border Reivers

by Alistair Moffat

From TCA Scotland...
    (continued from page 2)

The Turnbull DVD continues to 

receive rave reviews. This is a must 

to your personal collection.  The 

history of the Turnbulls is presented 

and includes the Turning of the Bull 
monument unveiling events - Hawick, 

July 2009.  To order your copy and 

other personalized Turnbull items visit 

www.turnbullclanscotland.com.

Bookmark this site and 

check back often.
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Above: Bob Turnbull, UK,  shares his tat done by his 
son, Jamie.  Great job, Jamie! Right: Robert Turnbull 
sports a bull with historical green horns.
 Don’t see yours? Have one to submit?

Turnbull  Tattoos
The Turnbull Clan Association and the Bullseye are sponsoring 

a Turnbull Tattoo contest. If you have a tattoo with a Turnbull 

theme we want to see it! 

We will collect entries and share them in the Bullseye over the 

next several months. Then in June, we will recap with a special 

issue and ask our readers to vote for their favorite.

TCA is offering a one year free membership to the winner and 

Totally Turnbull is giving a beautiful ceramic Turnbull Stein.

Send us a photo of your tattoo!  Entries can be sent to:

editor@turnbullclan.com. Below are the first entries.

Above and right: Kelly Turnbull proudly shows off 
her Turnbull tattoo. Kelly says she and her brother 
have matching tattoos. Above right: Arizona re-
tired policeman, Billy Trimble’s tattoo. Far right: 
Dean Turnbull of Fort Worth, TX says he dreamed 
of getting his tattoo at the age of ten, got it when 
he was 20, is now 40 and still loving it. Below left: Jason Turnbull of Maryland shares his tattoo and says, “this shouldn’t be a contest, but about those who 
wear the ink/mark of Turnbull.

 More coming next month.  Send to editor@turnbullclan.com or post on FB (Turnbull Clan).
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by William Trimble
The 46th Annual Arizona Scottish Gathering and High-

land Games were held in Phoenix on February 27th.  The 

Games were to continue through the 28th, but were rained 

out. (An unusual event for Phoenix)  The Turnbull Clan Tent 

was again hosted by Bill and Claudia Trimble and this year 

Bill and Pat Trimble from Richland, Washington came to 

co-host.  The Games were held at a new venue this year, 

the Steele Indian School Park.  Saturday was overcast, but 

pleasant with temperatures in the low 70’s.  The attendance 

was very good in spite of the brewing storm clouds.  There 

was a great social atmosphere among the clans and much 

sharing of stories and, of course, our favorite beverage.  

Billy J. Trimble, a retired policeman from Flagstaff, joined 

the Turnbull Clan. Polly Trimble Pace took a membership 

form and was very excited to know there was an organiza-

tion she could join that was like family. 

TCA Represented at the 46th Annual 
Arizona Scottish Gathering

Unfortunately, the storm clouds gave way to a torrential rain 

event on Saturday night. The Park was turned into a soggy, 

muddy field. Many tents were damaged and their contents 

soaked. The call to cancel the day’s events was made early.   

Many were disappointed including our special guest, Marshall 

Trimble, Arizona’s State Historian. 

Claudia and I have found the Highland Games to be more than 

just a social gathering.  Many people are interested in their fam-

ily and look to the Games to help connect with their heritage.  

Many people came to the Turnbull Clan Tent who were not 

Turnbulls, but looking for their clan. Some were disappointed 

their clan was not represented. We encouraged them to start 

their own clan tent next year as we did five years ago. I would 

encourage other Turnbulls to do the same.  While we have found 

it to be a lot of work, it is well worth it and very rewarding.

Top: Claudia (AZ), Bill (WA), Bill (AZ) and Pat (WA) Trimble co-host the 
Arizona games. Left: Polly Trimble Pace and family pose with Bill. Below 
left: Bill, Claudia and Bill get ready for the Tartan parade. Below right: Even 
a soggy Sunday and winds can’t dampen Bill and Claudia’s spirits.
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John Turnbull (Center) recites the traditional Robert Burns 

“Tribute to the Haggis” at the annual Robert Burns supper in 

Mendocino California. This event is organised by John as a 

fundraiser for the Mendocino Presbyterian Kirk.

John reminds us that Gavin Turnbull was a good friend of 

Robbie Burns. Gavin, employed in a carpet factory at Kilmar-

knock, wrote verses which included an ode to David Sillar, 

based on the style of Burn’s “Epistle to Davie.”  Later he ac-

companied his family to Glasgow where he worked as a la-

bourer. In 1789, he published from the press of David Niven, a 

Glasgow publisher, his “Poetical Essays.” This book included 

a poem “The Bard” inscribed to Mr. Robert Burns. Burns in-

cidentally, had some difficulty in transmitting the money for 

five of the six copies he distributed of the book by his “brother 

poet.”

Gavin Tuirnbull abandoned labouring and turned to the stage, 

becoming a member of Sutherlands Company at Dumfries. 

Robert Burns was a frequent visitor  to the theatre, and writ-

ing to George Thompson in October 1793, commended to 

him Gavin Turnbull’s songs... ’O condescend dear Charming 

Maid” ‘to the air, ‘John Anderson, My Jo’, “The Nightingale” 

and “Laura.”  The opening stanzas of ‘The Nightingale’ give a 

a fair idea of Turnbull’s entirely conventional Augustan style.

Gavin Turnbull married an actress and with her emigrated to 

America  where all trace of them has been lost.

John challenges the Turnbull Clan to find them...

and from him has descended a quite extensive family. This 

story is referred to in the register of the great seal of  Scotland. 

Leyden describes the incident in verve as follows.

“On Scotia’s lord he rush’d with lightning speed,

Bent his strong neck to toss the startled steed,

His arms robust the hardy hunter flung around his

Bending horns, and upward wrung with withering force.

His neck retorted round and roll’d the monster on the

Ground’ crushed with enormous strength his bony skull

And courtiers hail’d the man who ‘turned the bull’.”

Hector Boece, in his 

wars of Scottish In-

dependence, states 

that King Robert the 

Bruce, rewarded Wil-

liam with the lands of 

Philiphaugh, now part 

of Selkirk, and dubbed 

Rule “Turnebull” (the 

“e” was later dropped 

from the name). The 

lands that the Turnbull’s 

came from was settled 

by Vikings in the 10th 

and 11th Centuries, giv-

ing the Turnbull’s a very 

Norse look and being 

reported to be of great 

size, with many having 

blonde and red hair and 

striking blue eyes. Because of their open defiance to the Eng-

lish Crown, many Turnbull’s  changed into Trumbull, Tremble, 

Trimble and Trembley (many went to France to continue fight-

ing the English), and some went to Northern Ireland (where 

many still are today, including the President of N. Ireland), 

America, Canada and Australia.

Despite the desputes over the origin of the Turnbull name, his-

torians agree that Robert the Bruce awarded the lands of Phi-

liphaugh to William Turnbull.

William Turnebull assumed a bull’s head as his heraldic sym-

bol with the motto, “I Saved The King”----- both of which have 

been incorporated into the Turnbull Clan crest.                                                                                            

The name Turnbull was not recorded before 1315, when Wil-

liam was awarded the lands of Philiphaugh - and following 

this time, use of the Rule Surname dwindled while use of the 

Turnebull surname increased. The Turnbulls were to become 

one of the most turbulent of the Border families.

A Scottish Nobleman, sent to see if the Turnbulls would back 

their claim to the throne, reported back that they had no care at 

all for politicians but always yearned for a fight anytime.

The Rule Water as seen from Bedrule.

Turnbull Trails
(continued from page 3)

Don’t let this be your last issue of the Bullseye!
Dues are Due - If you haven’t renewed your membership, 

this will be your last issue of the Bullseye. 

The Turnbull Clan made history in 2009 and its not stopping 

in 2010. This year Clan Shenachie, Norman Turnbull, will 

take us on a journey through time as he develops the Turn-

bull Trails. The Turnbull past will come alive as Norman 

guides us from the Caledonian Forest into heroic battles to 

present day. This is not the time to be left out of the loop and 

lose touch with your extended Turnbull family.

Dues are only $24 per year. Renew today at:

www.turnbullclan.com or by check made out to TCA, mailed 

to: Chris Nelson, 29 Fremont St.

Tonawanda, NY, 14150-2305.
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Editor’s note: We look forward to continuing the 2009 journey of  Kenneth and Patricia on their travels throughout the US 

and Canada.  We would like to encourage you to share your travels with your extended Turnbull family.  Through each other, 

we can see the world! If you would like to share a recent trip or are planning a trip contact editor@turnbullclan.com.

Kenneth & Patricia Turnbull, two Australian Clan members, 

are sharing their North American travel adventures in 2009, 

through a series of Bullseye presentations in our new feature 

entitled “Turnbull Travels.” 

Says Kenneth, “Our travels, covered 20,000 miles or (32,000 

km) over four and a half months, by car. As a recent retiree 

from Teaching, in the field of Art and electronic Design, 

travel beckoned.

Throughout this series, we will show a selection of photo-

graphs through many National Parks, beginning in southern 

California, then Arizona and eastward to include the central 

west and finally, well-known and picturesque Canada.”

‘General Sherman’ Sequoia tree- 275’ tall (84m).  The General Sherman 
Tree in Sequoia National Park is the largest (by volume) tree in the 
world.

On Mono Rock - with a 4000’ sheer drop to the valley.  (Mono Rock is a 
mountain summit in Fresno County, California) 

Luxury in the desert at Scotty’s Castle - Death Valley.  Scotty’s Castle 
(Death Valley Ranch) is a window into the life and times of the Roaring 
20’s and Depression 30’s.

Have you renewed? Don’t let this 

be your last Bullseye. Renew now 

at www.turnbullclan.com


